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and flat at its base, and is traversed by horizontal lines
of dark cloud. It not unfrequently covers the whole
sky, and thus is one of the types which go to form the
pallium of Poey.

It need scarcely be stated that all these appearances
of horizontal bases to clouds indicate the presence of
strata of air of different temperatures. If the lower
stratum be at a higher temperature than the upper., it
can contain more moisture, and accordingly can dis-
solve any portions of the cloud which descend into it,
so that the cumulus cloud will appear to stand on the
plane of separation of the two layers.

In some cases the phenomenon is noticed of a
cumulus cloud apparently reversed, a globular forma-
tion being developed oi> its under, instead of its upper
surface. This cloud is called in the Orkneys the
c pocky cloud/ and is a well-known sign of storm. It
is also not very uncommon at the time of thunder-
storms. In the case of the formation of this cloud it
is probable that a warmer and damper stratum is
superposed on a cold one, so that there is a con-
dition, of unstable equilibrium, likely to produce a
storm.

Nimbus, also called cumulo-cirro-stratus. This is
the rain-cloud, defined as c a cloud or system of clouds
from which rain is falling.3 Whilst on the horizon or
as it advances towards the observer, its front frequently
presents a marked outline, like that of a very heavy
cumulo-stratus with rain falling from it and with some
cirrus above. When it has covered the whole sky it is
so concealed by falling rain that it generally assumes a
uniform, dark appearance.

It is, however, evident that as rain may fall from